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Summary

We discuss the lexical forms for ‘paternal grand-
mother’ and ‘maternal grandmother,” using Maps 8
and 9.

Among the stems representing ‘mother’s mother’
(Map 9), the distributions of lao%% and jiaZ are ei-
ther adjacent to, or overlapping, with those of lao-
niang=Z 4 and jiapoZ %%, respectively. Thus, we can
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assume that the stems lao and jia were formed after
the stems of laoniang and jiapo dropped and the re-
maining prepositional elements were turned into
stems. Once they became stems, they produced redup-
licated forms, such as laolao and jiajia (phonetically
[ka ka]). The combined distribution of jiajia and jiapo
is seen neatly along the Yangtze. We term this type of
distribution as “Chu type distribution.”

Apart from lao and jia, four more stems exist in
Maps 8 and 9: niang4k, mal, po#%é and naifj.
Among them, the distribution areas of both ma and nai
are extensive in Map 8 and significantly limited in
Map 9. Also in Map 9 we can observe niang in the
Northeast and po in the Northwest as well as in the
South, specifically south of the Huai River. Taking
into consideration older circumstances are reflected in
compound forms, it can be assumed that the distribu-
tion of ‘mother’s mother’ (Map 9) used to apply to the
stems for “father’s mother’ (Map 8).

po ¥ / niang

Huaihe-Qinling line
po %

Map 8 shows that niang4 is distributed in the Jin
# area in the North as well as in the Wu = area in
the South, forming an ABA distribution sandwiching
the vast distribution of nai%}. This suggests that
Northeast China was originally within the domain of
niang but later on produced nai for ‘father’s mother.’
Nai#j, originally referring to ‘nursing mother,” first
changed to refer to elder women, and further changed
to refer to “father’s mother’, and to ‘mother’ as well.

Whereas in the case of ‘father/mother’s father’ in
Map 6 & 7, the oldest stem fu’X (>bats) has virtually
disappeared, mad¥ (<muf}) is still identified in the
South and Central Shandong in Map 8. This, however,
does not necessarily mean that all such ma are reten-
tion of the archaic form: There is also a possible adop-
tion of the stem for ‘mother’ at a more recent time.

The stems po#%, niang%® and nai¥j for ‘fa-
ther/mother’s mother” used to pair up with gongZs, ye
45 and dieZ for “father/mother’s father’ respectively.
Among these, the gong—po pair should be oldest, pre-
ceding the ye-niang pair, which originated in the
North, and the die- nai pair would be the newest.

Keywords: stem formation, Chu type distribution, kin-
ship term system, retention of older forms in com-
pounds, ABA distribution

(A AL, Ray lwata)
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Summary

Most prepositional elements in kinship terms serve
as determinants for discriminating one kinship cate-
gory or member from others, as seen in the initial
element of laoniang 24K, guma 4449 and erye —47.
On the other hand, one such prepositional element is a
k], which is a prefix without any meaning. Another
element jia ZX also synchronically carries properties
of a prefix. This map shows the distributions of a ]
and jia 5%, as well as wai #I and jiu 5.

AR is a prefix commonly used for many different
kinship terms and concentrates in the South, but also
in Yunnan and Gansu.

JiaZ is observed in a band along the Yangtze,
except in Jiangsu Province (Chu type distribution). It
is assumed to be etymologically related to jiu5s.
Based on the wide distribution of wai%h that sur-
rounds jiug, it is obvious that jiu& is a newer usage
created by a synonymic substitution of wai#b, which
meant ‘mother’s lineage.” The prepositional element
jiujia® % in Shaanxi and Jiangsu suggests that it
dropped jiuks to derive jia%.

Keywords: Preifix, Chu type distribution, synonymic
substitution
(A M AL, Ray Iwata)
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*Abbreviations of Kinship Categories
F: 3 3€ /Father

EF:{H /Father's elder brother

YF: X /Father's younger brother
PGF:iiH % /Paternal grandfather
MGF: %} % /Maternal grandfather
MGM: #}iH B} /Maternal grandmother

AT a (M ya)

FFE aba, L2 yaba, Fi{H abo etc.

EF [7]{F] abo, /35 aye etc.

YF A4 ashu, P35 aye etc.

PGF [ agong, [ 55 aye, [i[2£ adie etc.

B.% jia
7 MGFZ/ jiagong, X% jiajia, % % jiadie etc.
7 MGM Z % jiapo, Z X jiajia, Z 1 jiama etc.
C. %} wai

~  MGF#}5 waiye, #+2£ waidie, /M waigong

~ MGM#h2 waipo,ﬂ‘ﬁ)ﬁ wainai, ¥ waima
D.5 jiu

Q MGF & 77 jiuye, 8% jiudie, B/ jiugong

4 MGM B4} jiunainai, 5355 4K jiusheniang
E. & jian, Jf jiang

6 MGF {# 47 jianye, & JL jianr, Y57 jiangye

6 MGM T % jianpo, %% jiangpo
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