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Summary

Areal and historical changes of sibilant initials are
discussed using two maps, focusing on what are called
chiyinti % and sheyin?s & in traditional Chinese
phonology.

The following sibilant initials existed in Middle
Chinese (MC) (Hereafter, unvoiced, non-aspirated
sounds represent both the corresponding unvoiced
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aspirated and voiced sounds.):
t, 5t ts, te
The number of phonemes subsequently decreased

ts,

due to changes. The changes were conditioned by two
factors; 1) vowel grade (2" grade/3™ grade), or the
presence/absence of the -i- medial, and 2) “in-
ner/outer” finals, or the close/open main vowel. Thus,
in classifying phonological features, properties of
sound values, such as the presence of retroflex ts, only
have secondary significance. Map 37-1 classifies sibi-
lant initials based on this perspective, and the types of
higher frequencies are shown as follows:
A. 2" grade /3™ grade: presence and absence of -i-

ond /o 3w
A-1 Shandong Type: ts / tf
A-2 Xi’an Type: ts / ts
A-3 Southern Type I: ts / tg
A-4 Gan-Xiang Type: ts / t

B. Inner/outer: narrower vowel / wider vowel
B-1 Nanjing Type:
Inner 2" : ts /3" : ts, Outer 2" & 3" : ts
C. No distinction between 2" and 3™ grades
C-1Beijing Type: 2nd & 31 tg
C-2 Southern Type II: 2" & 39 : ts, ¢

Of these, Group A preserves the distinction be-
tween the 2nd and the 3rd grades. A-1 faithfully inher-
ited the system described in the Yuan Dynasty rhyme
book Zhongyuan Yinyun'P JiE#). A-2 through A-4
changed from A-1. Group C, which appears most fre-
quently, has lost the opposition of the 2nd and the 3rd
grades and is therefore relatively new. On the other
hand, Group B could be called a “hybrid” that is seen
along the Yangtze, exhibiting the properties of Group
A for the inner finals and those of Group C for the
outer finals.

Map 37-2 focuses on sound values and indicates
the distribution of retroflex ts and its related facts. The
number of dialects preserving ts and that of dialects
that lost it are almost equivalent. In the North, many
dialects keep ts, while quite a few have lost it. The
majority of the Southern dialects do not have ts.
Beisides, there are some dialects, in which the two
sounds, ts and ts, constitute free variations. Such dia-
lects often exist along the bordering areas dividing the
two dialect types with or without ts.

Keywords: initials system, sibilants, retroflex, phono-
logical grade, vowel opening degree, chain shift,
Yangtze type distribution

(A HAL, Ray Iwata)
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C. 7% ts, 3 tf / ts not existing, tf existing

D. % ts, /E tf / neither ts nor tf existing
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