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Summary
[Map 32-1]

The stem of ‘honeybee’ is feng 1% ‘bee,” which
includes the generic and un-motivated A feng type and
the motivated B mifeng #W and C rtangfeng Wil
types. The generation of the D ying i, ‘fly’ type came
about both possibly because of a semantic extension of
‘fly’ and possibly as an effect of paronymic attraction,
with the condition being that both feng 1§ and ying 1,
as second syllables in their respective compounds,
were pronounced with weak stress. Miweng(zi) 2 W
(F) at an early stage ought to have been pronounced
mifeng, but owing to syllabic weaking of the second
syllable feng Iy, the new form miweng %4, which
was semantically associated with the sound of flying
bee, emerged. The E type, which uses the stem mi %
‘honey’ to designate mifeng 2% ‘honeybee,” perhaps
originated from an earlier lexical form fengmi 142
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‘bee honey.’

[Map 32-2]

The lexical forms representing ‘honey’ can be
summarized as including -mi % (A. mi % type) and
-tang (B. tang Hi type), whose geographical distribu-
tion forms a pattern of North-South opposition. -Tang
P¥, meaning ‘sugar,’ is a new stem that originated
south of the Yangtze, and the fengtang WHE ‘bee
sugar’ found in areas north of the Yangtze, in Shaanxi,
Gansu and Sichuan, arrived through later diffusion.
B-4 mitang ¥ ‘honey sugar’ display continuous
distribution throughout Guangdong and Guangxi, as
well as in areas of southern Hunan that border these
two provinces, possibly a blend that resulted from
contact between mi % and tang B¥.

[Map 32-3]

Based on whether or not the lexical forms for ‘ho-
neybee’ and for ‘honey’ contain the ‘sugar’ morpheme,
i.e. tang Wi ‘sugar, and whether or not they only
contain the ‘sugar’ morpheme, comprehensive analy-
sis has identified four major types: The Northern sub-
type, Southern subtype I, Southern subtype II and the
transitional subtype, which reveal a distinct North-
South opposition, as well as mixture in the border re-
gions that separate them. From looking at the interac-
tion among the lexical forms of Southern subtype I,
Southern subtype II and the transitional type, the oc-
cupation of tang ¥¥ ‘sugar’ in the mi % ‘honey’ do-
main started with the word fengmi 142 ‘honey,” when
the term mifeng %1% ‘honeybee’ still had not under-
gone large-scale change. Additionally, the existence of
C-2 mi-mitang % - seems to hint at a period in
Guangdong and Guangxi when mi % was simulta-
neously used there to refer both to ‘honeybee’ and to
‘honey.’

Keywords: motivation, semantic extension, paronymic
attraction, folk-etymology, North-South opposition

(ZE#i7*, Lining Wang)
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® A-17%1%E mifeng- 1% fengmi

O A-20 feng- 1% fengmi
B.% 5 1 Z /Southern type I

A B-1§#1% tangfeng- €8 fengtang
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C.%/7 11 ! /Southern type II
< C-1a%E0% mifeng- ZEHE mitang
@ C-1b¥% feng- ZHE mitang

@ C-2 % mi-ZHE mitang
D.;IE A / Transitional type

v D-1 %14 mifeng- 0% fengtang
M D-2 B tangfeng- Z P mitang
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