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Map 34-1 Cabbage: Overall sketch
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Summary

Cabbage, indigenous to Europe, was introduced to
China in the 16th century via a different route from
South American plants. The lexical forms for ‘cabbage’
are classified by their initial component on this map.

Type A (“foreign’ type) reflects the transmission
route of the plant. In A-lyangbaicai ¥¥ 43¢, the
modifier component yang ¥ displays a different
distribution pattern from those of other foreign plants.
A-4 hui [F] suggests a continental transmission route
by Islamic people. Type B baoguo {3.2£- constitutes
40% of all the forms and is widely distributed along
the Yangtze. This type is characterized by its second
component, which is either xin . or tou 3k. Type C
(“shape’ type) is seen in the Southwest and describes
the shape of cabbage using local objects. Type D
(‘adoption’ type) is the forms adopted from other
cruciferous plants. Free intercross of the cruciferous
family would be one of the reasons for this adoption.
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Summary

The stems (head parts) of the forms for ‘cabbage’
can be classified into three major types. Type A -cai %
‘vegetable’ distributes along the coast lines while
many forms belonging to Type B -bai [ ‘white’ are
seen inland, thereby exhibiting East-West opposition
over the entire area of China. Type C -baicai [13%
tends to be observed in between Type A and Type B,
especially in the Northeast.

While Type A -cai £ is a common stem for vege-
tables, Type B -bai H was specifically derived from
baicai F3Z. Originally, Type B forms were commonly
used for Chinese cabbage (Brassica campestris ssp.
pekinensis) or its variants. It is assumed that once the
cultivation of cabbage became popular, many of the
lexical forms for cabbage were then adopted from
local vegetables.

Type C -baicai A3 seems to take remote distri-
bution, in an area from Hebei to Henan, and in another
area in Yunnan. Based on the form yangbaicai ¥ H i
in the North and the two forms yangbaicai ¥ H
and jingbaicai 3% [12¢ in one point in Yunnan, we can
assume that the form yangbaicai V£ 3¢ was trans-
mitted from the North to Yunnan, which changed to
the form jingbaicai 3% 13, meaning ‘cabbage which
comes from Metropolitan area (Beijing).’
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