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Summary

The lexical forms for representing ‘mosquito’ are
classified to two major types in terms of the initial of
the stem: M-type and W-type. The former includes m-,
mb- and b-, and the latter is either u- or v-. Both types
are further sub-classified in terms of the tone.

The M-type not only have a broad distribution in
the South but also concentrates in Shaanxi and Shanxi
in North China, exhibiting a remote distribution. The
northern M-type is uniquely the one having Tone II
(A-1), and adjoins the W-type having the same Tone 11
(B-1). B-1 may be the outcome of innovation, under-
going the influence of the prestigious dialect.

In the South, the M-type having Tone II (A-1) and
that having Tone Ia (A-2) form an East-west opposi-
tion, with surrounded or intervened by that having
Tone Ib (A-3). This latter form may be due to the in-
trusion of the Northern W-type form, namely the B-3
type which has Tone Ib.

A blend form yingwen WYL emerges in central
Shanxi.

The forms having prepositional components, such
as changjiao Kl ‘long leg’ and ye & ‘night,” appear
in the South-west. This is for distinguishing ‘mosqui-
to’ and ‘fly,” because the identical stem, wen B, is
shared by these two insects.

Keywords: tone, remote distribution, influence of pres-
tigious dialect, blend form

(J\KI ., Kenji Yagi)
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Summary

The distributions of the lexical forms for “fly’ are
presented in two maps. Map 31-1 focuses on the stem
and Map 31-2 focuses on the prepositional element.

It is found on Map 31-1 that the stems originally
designating ‘mosquito’, W-type and M-type appeared
on Map 30, emerge in the Southwest, while a
dominant one is a stem ying I in other areas. The fact
that the plural designation (‘fly’ and ‘mosquito’) by
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one form implies the occurrence of homonymic crash,
which  must have been caused by phonetic
(paronymic) attraction of the form ying mg “fly’
(MC:*jian) by the form for ‘mosquito’, namely wen 1
(MC:*van). This assumption, however, may be invalid
between ying i for “fly’ and the M-type forms for
‘mosquito’.

On Map 31-1, the W-type stem appears in Hubei,
Sichuan and Guizhou and the M-type appears in
Hunan and Guangxi, while the latter is scattering in
the Southeast as well. The tone of the M-type is
mostly Tone la or Ib, with Tone Il appearing at some
localities. This situation parallels that on Map 30, and
it is assumed that the M-type with Tone Ib is the result
of affection by the W-type with the same tone.

Hybrid (contaminated) forms, wenying I(i# and
yingwen I, appear within the distribution area of
the M-type stem. This may presumably be the result of
avoiding the homonymic crash between the two
referents, ‘fly’ and ‘mosquito’.

The stem ying %% is usually with Tone Ib, as
conformed with regular sound change, but it is
realized in Tone la in some Northern areas as well as
in the Yangtze basin.

The initial of ying % is usually zero or j- (jod), but
it is realized as the fricative(s, z, ¢, 3, h, fi) or the
liquid (1) in some Southern areas, the feature identical
with that found in some words for denoting ‘wing’
(refer to Volume one, Map 23-2).

In some Shandong dialects, the rhyme of ying fi
is realized as [iag], which is apparently the influence
of the words for ‘ant’, e.g., “i iap”.

As for prepositional elements (Map 31-2), there is
a tendency that those designating ‘dark blue’ or
‘green’, as found in the standard form cangying i,
appear in the North, and those for ‘red’ or ‘gold’
appear in the South.

The morpheme representing ‘meal’, as found in the
form fanwen ¥, is distributed in the Southwest.
The morpheme representing ‘hemp’, as in maying bk
I, appear in some Northern areas as well as in the
Yangtze basin. This may be due to the attraction by the
form mayi 454 meaning ‘ant.’” The morphemes
“pu”, “hu” and “wu” concentrates in the southern
coastal area, Fujian and Guangdong.

Keywords:  hybrid (contamination),
collision, paronymic attraction
(JUKIE ., Kenji Yagi)
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