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~ The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

A. X+J% hu, B shu (_£75 /Tone II)
A A-1181% xiehu, 1E 52 shehu

A-2EEZ bihu, [EHSE pagianghu

A
A\ A-3UHEERE xiebihu
A A-415 [pian] [
A A-SHE[1-]52 BEHE [1-]
A A-6BEER bilaohu
/\ A-7EEFRIE bihushe
A A-8 X+JE HAM / X+hu others
A A-9EEE bishu, B B bilaoshu
B. X+14E she, #& hou (FHZ /Tone Ib)
A B-1HEIE bishe
® B-2VUJHIHE sijiaoshe

@ B-3#EIE yanshe, (fit ) Z¥E (tou)yanshe

O B-4 X+l HAML / X+she others

W B-5EE] bihou
C. X+ long, H chong,# yu (FHZ /Tone Ib)

@® C-1#&J yanlong, #% . gianlong etc.

@ C-21% M shanchong, #f 1 shenchong

[e] C-3%f qiangyu, #I/3F paogongyu
D. HAtt / Others

Q D-1W xi, 15 yi, 1% xie (A5 / Tone IV)

@ D-2tsien (.7 /Tone II)

(] D-3ku (L7 /Tone IN)

n D-4J& cuo

*  D-SHA / Others
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Rpt]: REAEGL FEMR. BRI

Summary

The lexical forms for ‘gecko’ mostly consist of
“non-head” and “head”, therefore their geographical
distributions are described by two maps.

Map 25-1 indicates that the morpheme hu %
‘tiger” used as head, showing a highest frequency, is
not only dominant in the north of the Huaihe-Qinling
Line but further spreads into the Yangtze Basin, while
the morphemes having Tone Ib (Yangping), such as
she % ‘snake’, hou A% ‘monkey’ and long Ji
‘dragon’, are widely distributed in the South.

Map 25-2 indicates that the “Small animal type”
morphemes used as non-head, typically xie
‘scorpion’, are dominant in the North, and “Wall type”
morphems, typically bi B¢ ‘wall’, are dominant in the
South, while the “Leg-finger type” forms, typically
sijiao VUM (four legs), are distributed mainly in the
Yangtze Basin.

Discussions are focused on the mechanism of
lexical changes. As will be argued in the commentary
for Map 26, the form bihu #£j% is assumed to have
been once dominant in the North, but later its non-
head bi %% was replaced by the morpheme xie i, due
to that bihu phonetically attracted the forms bianfu U
5 ‘bat’ and pifu #tk¥ ‘ant’, eventually falling in the
collsion with these forms. This assumption is
reinforeced by the exsistence of the compounded form
xiebihu 15 AE % in Shandong. In its adjacent area, this
form changed to xiebianfu &, due to the phonetic
attraction by the form for ‘bat’, and also changed to
xielahu #$7 /%, by a sort of grammaticalized process.

Creation of folk-etymology is often triggered by
the phonetic silimarity of the morphemes. In
Guangdong and Guangxi, ‘gecko’ is called yanshe #&
I, Its initial morpheme means ‘eaves’, but it is
interepeted by the speakers as yan #;‘salt’ due to the
homophony, and finally a new etymology was
afforded to ‘gecko’: touyanshe fif £k ‘the snake that
steels salt.” In some dialects along the Yangtze, the
head morpheme hu in bihu #£/% was replaced either
by shu . “mouse’, which shares the same tone (Tone
I1) with hu, or by hou 4 ‘monkey’, which shares the
same initial (h) with hu.

Keywords: phonetic attraction, homonymic collision,
folk-etymology
(=W 4L, Ray lwata)
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The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

ANEIY)F / Small animal type
A A-115 xie (scorpion): #%5Z xiehu etc.
A A-21E she( snake): IEE shehu etc.

W A-3 %72 goupo (female dog): I ZEHE etc.
M A-41iF ying (fly): SH485% huyinghu etc.

@ A-50% shan (earthworm): £ M shanchong etc.
% A-6HAMEIY) / Other animals

B.JITIR / Leg-finger type
= B-1VUH sijiao, PUJE sizu (four legs)

5 B-2 7)1\ wuzhua (five fingers)

C.BEEER / Wall type
© C-1E5E bi (wall): BEFZ bihu etc.

© C2 1% qiang (wall): J€55 2 pagianghu etc.
6 C-3/= wu, [& cuo (house): & cuotie etc.

§ C4iE

yan (eaves): #EIE yanshe etc.

D.HA / Others
% D-1#h yan (salt): fii#54E touyanshe, h1E
@® D-2%% gian, ¥ qian, % quan, ffl shen

D-3tsien( -7 /Tone II)

D-4 HHR baiyan, H i baiyu

D-5Jiii ma

D-6 411 zhi, P4 xi,

D-7 HAth / Others

+ =€ = ©
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Map 26 Gecko, bat, ant and lizard:
Phonetic attraction
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()8 T T PR A A
1) ¥8 (BEZ) (= W.HhI&l 25 filf U251 151)

« (X)+[pio/pi()]+Y: BEE[pio? fu]. EELE T [piak fu
tso]» ELEERE )L[pa pi xur]. UREFE [¢ia? pia? hu]

< BRI EIR(T) WehiR. WURE T S
2) 3 (YRIE)

A, X+[pia()/pia(d)/pi]+Y (AL EEK):

W iEie pia? fo?][ie pie? xu]. B EEFL[ie pi xu].
H U IE[YE pia? far]. KR F[i& pie xu ts)]

B. X+[phia(?)/ptia(d)]+Y (LT REK):
PR [ie phia? xu]« T [ia pME fu]. 720 Hia
phia pfon]. 2 ¥ [iag p"io xu ts1]

C. X+[pa,pai,pao,piao]+Y: % JL[ian pa xur].
P& FE[ien pai xu]. AL & [ie piau xu]

D. [pio(?)/pie(?]+Y: EElF[pio? fo?][pio fo]. BEE T

[pie? xu ts1]+ #&5% [pie xu]. &% [pis xu tsq]

E. X+[mio(?)/mia?]+Y: 25T )L[io mio xur]. &

2 FE[i mia? xu]. A4S 0E JL[E mia? xur]

F. X+[ma,mo,mo]+Y: FEMDEF[ian ma xu ts)]. HE

FFTlie mo xu ts] #A4 & JL[ien mo xur]

G. X+[mian]+Y: #ETHIFE JL[ian mian xur]. HRARSF

f[mian mian xu ts1]« [ (14 7 [mian mian fu ts]
3) 8 (LB

A. X+[pio?/pie]+Y (AN K):

i [mo pio? fu][ma pia? fu]. i d i [ma ma
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pie fu] . 44484 )L [ma piee ¢io? far]
B. X+[ptie?/ptie]+Y (3% 3K)
BT [mA phia? ful. B HEET )L [ma phia? fuar]. ik
Iz 45 [prie fu ma]. HHkFEH I[P fon ma ma]
C. [pielpio]+Y: Wikl [pie fullpio ful. HIiZ[pis fu]
D. (X)+[mia?]+Y: #iltdF[ma mia? xu]. &)L
[mia? four]. 7% % )L[mia? mia? xu e]
E. [tie fu]: 0T [tie fu]. Widk[tie fu]. HEIF[tie fu]
F.[pRil+Y (“dik™: RONE). diedF [phi ful[phi pu] &
4) ¥ (i)
(X)+[pi]+Y: HEFE[pe? fu]l. ELEEE[pa pi fu]
SR MR [eio xu ts)]« MRE ) L[cie xuar]. WEE
W [eie xu liou ts)]+ W5 FEI%E T~ [¢ie xu lid ts7]
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(2GRN -Z2 e LR 2 8 (WlE) (LT )
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TEVT-ZR IR 25
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*X={E{A[§ & {7 /any non-head 3. 58 mayi( HEER pifu)

*Y=[xu]or[fu]

1. B2/ bihu

o0 (X)Hpio?/pi(D)]+Y

7 $&FE xiehu
2. 4748 bianfu
A. X+[pia(?)/pia(?)/pi]+Y
B. X+[p"ia(?)/p"ia(?]+Y
C. X+[pa,pai,pao,piao]+Y
D. [pia(?)/pie(?]+Y
E. X+[mis(?)/mia?]+Y
F. X+[ma,mo,ma]+Y

G. X+[mian]+Y

— > b 4 O ©® O

o0 A. X+[pio?/pie]+Y
® B.X+[p"ia?/phie]+Y
A C. [pie/pia]tY
A D. (X)H{mia?]+Y
A E. [ti¢ fu]
~ F. [pM]+Y (it pi: FUJE /regular form)
4. 9715 xiyi
O Xtpil+Y
7 BE
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W ARG ], IR NN S R A | TR

AT, kA TS Zg I, XL R
METEE, RIJCHTE Sty X <BEE . i Al
“UEIE” . 5 pio? A TR JEAE (MRIE) /A fETT
HELLEZIZR(D 28), £ (9i0) fErpFmdbisc
K)o fEHi, WA WhiE) 5 (BER) #BAETH pio?
PR, MR M7 F ) ).

(BEFZ): [pie? xutse] / (WlE): [pie? fo? tse]
X 0] e R W T A S WA RS

AR A AEARUE, e A T “BE JEF“ i
g B A, R A i 2 5. A
MBI T CAE H, “BbiE 2818 T K oA AL AR R
Sk YT Al S A A 1 v S A 380 B PR TR 1A L,
UL L W 2 AR AR T RS AR .

KA S AL W 25O TR e
HUE R (B X), i =% waify. X
T XA T R, R TR R R R AL
WL BRI, T =R S T — D
Heerpgg E A E A, P S g9 G
—4E) p.23,39), BEIHAET R APENRETE
(—) (W) 1) B K [ptia(d)/phia(?)]: XKL LA
b, BSOS B KR . anlivg
FH@E (TR EED) ):

(W)« [ia phie? xu] / (MHE) [mia phio? xu]
(i) SC P A Y, HA BRSO, &%
FMEIT A G | TR AH R AR X R AR T LA (1 SR R
VAR 45 G & =3 1 i rh P AL T ) 594k . X3
B E A R ERNZIE R IR, ST Ak
SRR AL T OIS L (i) &5 Sk
TiJiE e () HblEl 33-2. 18).

() (WiE) ) C Z[pa,pai,pao,piao]: XIS A
BRI B, AFLPE. b AR L R E A A
XTI REFS K H pio?, Jo R I9AL AR B )
[palak[pal, TMIXHhg5 4k & 15 5 T-52 B3R ) Y (1) 5%
Wi o 4011l 2R AR P T S i L [yan pao " fur], o
METEEARREST .

(=) WgiE) 1 E Z5[mio(?)/mia?] S (M5 1 D 3
[mia?]: XK A pis?, JaRHAERALR m-. Fhk
PR E BB S —FRIVER, S W (i
X JE( (E—2E) Kl 42-3), (BRE) 1 F K
[ma,mo,ma], H AL Fik C EAHF .

(9) (ipdEY ) G ZE[mian]: XA AL
RV . — AN, [mian]sk [ “d " [pian], &
2 AT [lan] &5 H B 7 (AT [R)Ad Th22 B [mian] . 1H
BATN A KA pio?, LA mio?, 55 52 BINAT [F]
011172 i [mian] .

BT UL EFELL, RATTLANT S, AR R
e R R Ik 25 R 4 A < B L — 1] 1R 23 A A
3l B R B BN S RS 1 b
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DLW J2 " [eio? xUlFR (M) (775 At
BE. zHE, RE. B wMELEIEE). F
By ABF(BL BILARAE) 225, &5 R ]RR.
FUELEHIRA) . X ATHEZ (i) SR TE [eio?
i (BEFE) XH[eio? xul2E4=5 | BT, Figilt
BT 51013 (EREEEK) ):

(BERE) [teie xu lieer] / (M) [eie xu lizer]

KRB TEFARG] S FE S B AN A
HE-ZR I e, v 5 B A A X

Summary

We produce this map for the purpose of
exemplifying the hypothesis that the word bihu Epg
for ‘gecko’, which is currently distributed along the
Yangtze basin, was once a dominant form in the north
of the Huaihe-Qinling line as well, and that its initial
element was later replaced by xie %5 because bihu
phonetically attracted the forms for ‘bat’ and ‘ant’, i.e.,
bianfu #xlE and pifu tE7, and eventually fell in
homonymic collision. In some areas, the word xiyi i
15 for “lizard” was also involved in the collision.

The Northern forms for ‘gecko’, ‘bat’ and “ant’ are
analized and represented as “(X)+[pia(?)]+Y”, in
which X stands for any non-head, such as ye # and
ma 1%, and Y stands for the final element, [xu] or [fu].
The phonetic variations of the head part, [pia(?)], are
mapped, in addition to the form xiehu 5. The
symbols colored in black, red, blue and green indicate
the forms for ‘gecko’, ‘bat’, ‘ant’ and ‘lizard’
respectively.

The form [pia(?)] for ‘gecko’ is distributed in the
South, and that for ‘bat’, including several types of its
variations, is distributed in the North, as a whole the
two [pia(?)] forming a complimentary distribution.

The phonetic variations of [pia(?)] includes the
aspirated [p"ia(?)], nasalized [m"ia(?)], [pa,pai,pao,
piao], [ma,mo,ma] and [mian], and it is assumed that
these may mostly be due to the syllable weakening of
the second syllable, [pia(?)], in the trisyllabic structure,
which is usually uttered in “mid-weak- strong” type
stress pattern.

The trace of phonetic attraction is also reflected
in the optitional use of the final element, [xu] or [fu].

Keywords: phonetic attraction, homonymic collision,

geographically complementary distribution, Huaihe-

Qinling line, “mid-weak-strong” type stress pattern
(A M 4L, Ray Iwata)





