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Summary

An exclusive stem yiffi was formed in Old Chi-
nese to represent ‘mother’s sister.” This stem originally
referred to ‘wife’s sister’ from the husband’s view-
point, but later changed to refer to ‘mother’s sister,’
supposedly due to “reverse-teknonymy,” the pheno-
menon where children imitate the parents’ reference.

Type A, without the stem for ‘mother,” such as mu
B}, mallh and niangyf, are seen in all areas of China.
Type B, which contains the element niangR, exhibits
the Yangtze type distribution that is parallel to Type B
for Map 14 ‘father’s sister.” However, the form yiniang
B4R (B-2) is more frequent than the form nianglR,
without the element yi. Type C, which contains mu
and malZ, is not frequent, in particular the forms
lacking the element yiffi are extremely rare.

The form with the inverted order niangyilRE (B-3)
clusters in Zhejiang Province. The form with the same
structure muyif}E# (C-2) also exists in Southern Min.
These forms are considered to be analogies to the sim-
ilar, inverted forms referring to ‘mother’s brother’:
niangjiulR 8 and mujiutiE. (cf. Map 17) Note that
niangyilii4# tends to be surrounded by yiniangHR R,
which actually exhibit a much higher frequency.

Keywords: reverse-teknonymy, exclusive stem, word
formation, Yangtze type distribution
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Map 16 Referents of the stem “niang”
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Summary

This map indicates the referent of the forms which
contain the stem niang. We exclude the forms con-
taining category-specific stems of shenlifi, gulli and
yilgk, while all the other forms containing niang are
included

Niang is used most frequently for ‘mother’ and
widely seen in both the North and South. The next
most frequent usage is observed for ‘wife of father’s
elder brother,” which concentrates in the Northeast.
This is mainly the result of referential shift (B-type), as
it is parallel with ye<s, which refers to ‘father’s elder
brother.” Unlike ye, however, niang exists in the South.

At least half the cases of niang that represents
‘wife of father’s younger brother’ is seen along the
Yangtze, which also suggests the occurrence of refe-
rential shift (a-type). Again, the distribution of niang
is different from that of ye, in that the former also ex-
ists in the North.

Niang used for ‘father’s sister’ is observed in
clusters along the Zhejiang and the lower Yangtze. Its
distribution area is adjacent to that of niang referring
to ‘wife of father’s younger brother.’

Niang referring to ‘mother’s sister’ has the appears
least and is only distributed in some Southern areas.

Lastly, many of the cases where niang represents
‘paternal/maternal grandmother’ are centered in the
Northeastern area, though niang referring to ‘paternal
grandmother’ has a concentrated distribution in the
Wu area, evidence of the advance of this stem from
the North.

Keywords: referential shift
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Summary

An exclusive stem jiuk was formed in Old Chi-
nese to represent ‘mother’s brother.” The forms in-
cluding this stem are by far the most frequently ob-
served ones even in modern dialects all over the coun-
try.

Type A, without the stem for ‘mother’ or “father’,
consists of four subtypes: the monosyllabic type, the
reduplicated type, the “jiu& +suffix” type and the
“prepositioned element+jiu&s” type. Most forms that
exist north of the Yangtze belong to this type, as well
as those distributed in Guangdong and Fujian.

The forms that belong to Types B and C are niang-
jiullt B8 and mujiuft 53, respectively, with niang#it
and mub} both referring to ‘mother.” This inverted
structure is assumed to occur partly due to the empha-
sis on the mother’s lineage, but also due to the homo-
nymic collision with the forms for ‘wife of mother’s
brother’ such as jiuniang 54 4% and jiumu 54 £,

Type D includes the forms jiugong54 2 and jiuye
25 that take the stem referring to ‘father.’ It was
formed in the same way as bofufA4¢ and shufui 2.

Types B, C and D mainly distribute south of the
Yangtze, sandwiched by Type A in the North and the
South. This exemplifies the philological evidence that
Type A, the monosyllabic type in particular, is older
than the other types, which adds the stem representing
a parent.

Keywords: word formation, inverted type word forma-
tion, ABA distribution
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