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*EBI0l; / Kinship Categories
X:{HA / father's elder brother
Y: % / father

Z: U / father's younger brother

1.3675 2 /Northern type: X # 1H bo

o 1 X=%ye(-0,I1-1,1-2)
o I X=% die

o II X=%fba

o 13 X&Z=Fye

T -4 X&Y &Z=5ye

2.7L#ERY /Jianghuai type: X =1H bo,{H5F boye
A IV YorZ=7ye
A V Y or Z =A{53 shuye, 774 yeshu

3.7 /7% /Southern type: X =1H bo
@ VI YorZ=2 die#+ 77 ye
O VI Y orZ=% ba,{H bo, i shu# 57,2

4.J5 4550 /Archaic type
P VI XorY=%fu
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*EBJol; / Kinship Categories B.1ARAYME? stem dropping
X:{HA / father's elder brother [ X =K da(Z 75 /Tone III) or # lao

Y: % / father
Z: 13 / father's younger brother

AEEE /Contaminated types (C-Type)
1.9 778! /Northern type
O IC X=Fye, YorZ=1Hbo
O IIC X=2die, Z=7T ye
2.7LHERL Jianghuai type
A IVC X =1H bo, Y =% die or &2 ba, Z =57 ye
A VC X =1H57 boye, Y =% die, Z =F{77 shuye
3.7 78 Southern type
O VIC X =1Hbo, Y =% die([ta]), Z =T ba
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Summary

The major elements of kinship terms in Chinese
are the stem and the prepositional element (such as the
paihang number). Of these two elements, the preposi-
tional element (i.e. non-head) carries more information
in using such kinship terms. For example, suppose
someone has an uncle who is the second eldest among
all his father’s male siblings. This uncle could be
called erye —37, but in this case the more important
element is the paihang number er —, which identifies
the referent as if it is his proper name; the stem (i.e.
head) ye 55 only indicates that the rererent belongs to
one’s senior generation. Throughout history the stems
of Chinese kinship terms have frequently changed
their kinship reference (referential shift), which might
be because of the lesser amount of information that
they carry. In this entry and in Maps 2-16 that follow,
we provide maps that focus on stems. Where different
stem forms are used for vocative and designative,
vocative forms, i.e. the forms used by the speaker to
directly address the addressee, are discussed.

Based on the methodology presented in lwata



(1988, 1989, 2000), we looked for a possible typology
of the stems representing three major categories of
“father’s elder brother,” ‘father’ and ‘father’s younger
brother,” and classified them accordingly. As a result,
the stems existent in modern Chinese dialects are
roughly classified into four types: “Northern type”,
“Jianghuai type”, “Southern type” and “Archaic type,”
with each containing two or three subtypes. In the
following classification, X, Y and Z indicate the three
categories ‘father’s elder brother,” ‘father’ and ‘fa-
ther’s younger brother,” respectively. The sign “=”
signifies that the form on the right is used to represent
the given category, whereas “#” signifies the contrary.

1. Northern Type X #bo 1A
I X=yess

I X=diez

I X=bhatk

2. Jianghuai Type X =bofH, boyefd5s
IV YorZ=ye %
VY or Z = shuyefil 55, yeshuss it
3. Southern Type  X=bofH
VI Yorz=dieZ #yess
VI Y or Z=batt, boffi, shufil# dieZ, yess
4. Arcahic Type
VI XorY =fulk

Map 1-1 displays the distribution of the above
eight subtypes.

The Northern type is mostly distributed north of
the Yangtze and in Yunnan. This type is characterized
as showing a shift of the stem referent from “father’ to
“father’s elder brother.” We term this shift as an “p
type referential shift.” Three stems, ye37, dieZ and
bats, were involved in this type of shift, and each is
termed as Type I, Type I, and Type IlI. It is assumed
that extralingual factors were involved in these shifts:
In the traditional patriarchal clan system, the ‘father,’
who was the head of the nuclear family unit, could
have assumed an equal status with the ‘father’s elder
brother,” who was the head of the larger family clan.

Type I, where the “father’s elder brother’ is called
dieZ, is seen in the areas surrounding Type I, where it
is called ye5s. This suggests that Type Il chronologi-
cally preceded Type | in the North. Type 111, where the
‘father’s elder brother’ is called bats, can be consi-
dered as a newer usage.

The ‘father’s elder brother’ is called boffi in the
Jianghuai and Southern Types. Of these two types, the
Jianghuai Type is observed along the Yangtze and in-
cludes Subtypes IV and V, where either the ‘father’ or
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the “father’s younger brother is called ye57, boyefd45
or shuye#l55. Though the stem ye%s originally re-
ferred to ‘father,” the referent shifted to ‘father’s
younger brother’ in the dialects along the Yangtze,
presumably due to the customary language use termed
“change of appellation.” We term this shift as an “a
type referential shift.” The mechanism of “change of
appellation” is as follows: The youngest among the
father’s younger brothers, being the youngest child of
the father’s father, was the recipient of protection. For
this reason people tried to protect this youngest child
from various forms of evil by replacing the original
stem shu#fl for “father’s younger brother’ with ye5s,
which referred to ‘father.’

The Southern Type is commonly distributed in
areas south of the Yangtze, but it is also widespread in
the North, particularly west of Shanxi. This type is
characterized by its lack of use of ye<7. The stem for
‘father’ is dieZ for Subtype VI, and either bats, bo
A or shuf for Subtype VII.

In the Archaic Type, either the ‘father’s elder
brother’ or the “father’ is called fu<. This type is seen
in peripheral areas of the middle and lower Yangtze.

Map 1-2 exhibits additional information concern-
ing Map 1-1.

First, the kinship terms in the above typology are
assumed to have created some contaminated systems
after repeatedly coming into contact with one another
in many areas. We refer to such contaminated systems
as the C-type system. This is particularly frequent
along the Yangtze, and among its various subtypes
Type IVC (boffi—dieZ -ye5s), which is most fre-
quently observed, was created by the contact of Sub-
type 1V, where the ‘father’s younger brother’ is called
ye, and Subtype VI, where the “father’ is called die.

Map 1-2 also indicates the localities where the
“father’s elder brother’ is called da_X or laoZ. It is
noted that in the adjacent localities it is called bof or
dieZ, and this would suggest that da’X and laoZ
originate from the prepositional non-head elements of
dabo XfH and laodie%, and these elements change
into new stems with the original stems bofd and die
% being dropped.

Keywords: kinship terms system, referential shift,
change of appellation, prepositional component, stem

dropping (stemization of modifier)
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