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Summary

We classified lexical forms for “yesterday” into
four types based on their initial components. Types A
and B share the majority of distribution, whereas
Types C, D and others only comprise approximately
10% of the total.

Type A zuo HE- and Type B ye 7%- divide the
country, forming one of the isoglosses constituting the
Huaihe-Qinling Line. Zuo HfE- shows a somewhat
concentrated distribution from Beijing to the Northeast,
which we assume would have been brought in from
the Jianghuai area after the early Ming period.

Type C consists of directional components such as
shang -, gian Hi-, etc, and formally belong to the
lateral semantic category. The distinction from “the
day before tomorrow” is ambiguous in some dialects.
They distribute mainly in Zhejiang and Fujian, but
some distribution is also seen in Jiangsu and
Guangdong.

Type D consists of k"em-, ts"em- and their
derivations. We support a view that ts"em- should have
derived from the form zuowanH/: 1.

Keywords: North-South opposition, Huaihe-Qinling
Line
(A AL, Ray Iwata)
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The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

A.FE zuo-
o I zuo-
0 IF zuo-ZE 5 1/ variant 1 (ts"-)
® WF zuo-42 5 2/ variant 2 (ts- or z-)
B. & ye-
o A ye-
[o] Ut xie- (¥fk xietou)
a llie-
= ian-
C. I shang-, T xia-,Hf qian-
[1 -E shang-
Q N xia-
q Hij qian-

D. k"em-, ts"em-
op k"em-
+ ts"em-, ts"am-
% ts"on-, ts"an-, t"un-, ts"an-
D.HA / Others
~ & H zhuri, [EIE geming, >k X toutian etc.
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HE 9-2 HER: HMER
Map 9-2 Yesterday: Head
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K. PR SAGRTRTE . PriE RS

Summary

We classified head parts into eight types.

Each of the Type D heads, including -ye %, -wan
it and -ming M, originally meant “evening/night”,
and are considered to be surviving archaic forms
parallel to the lexical forms representing “tomorrow”.
This in turn would signify that there were two proto
forms for “yesterday”: zuori FEH and zuoye FE7X.

The Northern forms such as yelai 2K and yeli &
H (Type E) have a different lexical structure from the
Southern forms such as zuoye W 7% (Type D),
originally referring to “evening/night” but later shifted
to mean “yesterday”, cf., Map 10. As this change
occurred in a wide area in the North, the use of -ri H
and -er JL. (syllabic vowel, instead of non-syllabic
retroflex ending) decreased among Northern dialects.

The form yelai 2K and Type F form yemen 7471
both originated from yewan 7. While yewan i H,
meaning “evening/night”, changed into yelai &>k in
early Northern dialects, some of these dialects, as in
Shandong, retained the form yewan i, converting
its referent to “yesterday”, and eventually wan Hf
(*mian) changed into a suffix men {/]. Later, as the
referent of yelai %K also shifted to “yesterday”, the
form yemen 1] was eliminated in those dialects.
of

Keywords: the

referential shift

non-uniqueness proto-form,

(& M 4L, Ray Iwata)
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A.-Hri F. -] men

= WEH zuori, I H shangri,Z H qinri etc.
B.-JLer,r

= " JL "(syllabic -er): #Z L ye'er, 'F JL zuo'er

= JLAE (non-syllabic -r): %L yer,/E )L zuor
C. -# zhao

A WER] zuozhao, MH congzhao
D.-®& ye, -H% wan, -BE ming, -B% an, - & hun

6 -1% ye (WFZ zuoye)

@& -Mft wan, -l ming, -I¥ an, - & hun
E.-¥ lai, - 2 li

o &K yelai, lFE zuolai-

B AH yeli, % T yele, 'FH zuoli

[] &A1 yemen,E{] zuomen
G.- T xia, - % jia

l_l_\ - N xia, - % jia
H. -X tian
WEK zuotian, ALK yetian
L. EH /(> / headless forms

(-]

= & ye,F zuo (A& 17 /monosyllabic)
s & yege, WED zuoge, E T zuozi
o HEk zuotou, ik xietou

¥ J54R / suffix
[ - ge
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W& 10 BGEIE KBTI
Map 10 Referents of the forms meaning
“night11
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Summary

Once we define “today” as starting at dawn,
“yesterday” should end in the night time preceding it.
Whereas the words representing “yesterday” in some
Indo-European languages are known to have come
from the words representing “evening” or ‘“night”
(referred to as “evening/night” hereafter) originally,
archaic Chinese dialects already possessed lexical
forms meaning “yesterday”, such as zuoye HE7%.
Furthermore, it is considered that such forms in the
Northern dialects made repeated semantic shifts of
referent from “evening/night” to “yesterday” in later
history.

This map illustrates the distribution of Type A
dialects which experienced no change regarding the
referent of words denoting “evening/night” and that of
Type B dialects which had the shift of referent to
“yesterday”. With the Huai River as the border, Type A
is distributed in the South and Type B is distributed in
the North, as parallel to the distributions seen in Map
9-1. This pattern is assumed to be the result of the
form yelai 74>k, which meant “evening/night” in the
North, changing to mean “yesterday”, probably after
the Song Dynasty. On the other hand, the referent of
yelai 7>k did not change in the area south of the Huai
River. This form yelai %>k turned into yeli %X B in
many dialects along the Yangtze River, while in the
North many dialects have preserved yelai #3K as
meaning “yesterday”.

Types A and B show a complementary distribution
between the North and the South, mostly avoiding
homonymic clash. It should be noted, though, that the
two words with the same form yelai %>Rk, one
referring to “evening/night” and another referring to
“yesterday”, exist next to each other around the border
of Shandong and Jiangsu Provinces.

Keywords: referential shift, geographically comple-
mentary distribution

(A HAL, Ray Iwata)
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A.TEHE BB B / meaning "evening' or "night"

O
/
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% B yeli

K yelai

& yewan

T yebu, 2k yetou, & [H] yejian, X ye etc.

15 anming, T anbu, 75 & huanghun etc.

B.#8FEX / meaning "yesterday"

o AHE(1)yeli(ge), & ILE yerli, & T 1> yelege
O #Kyelai
o & H yeri, & JLyer, 1> yege, % Tyemen etc

A

WETZ zuoye
WENE zuoming, 'EHf zuobu etc.
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