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Summary
1. General characteristics of the temporal words
representing dates

We first summarize the structural characteristics of
temporal words representing dates in Chinese dialects.
Many of those lexical forms can be separated into a
determiner and a head. Heads include ri H, tian X,
zhao ¥, dan H, bu fifi, ming I, which originally

LEINT3

sky”,

LR I3

meant “sun”,

LEINNT3

morning”, “night”, respectively,
but at present turned into an abstract lexical meaning
“day”. This caused many changes and variations of
lexical forms.

Relatively less dialect variation is seen in
determiners, which suggests the distinction of the two
semantic categories. The kernel semantic category
comprises “today”, “tomorrow” and “yesterday”, e.g.,
in PTH jintian 4~k mingtian f}2K, zuotian FE K. The
lateral semantic category comprises those days
following  “tomorrow” and those preceding
“yesterday”, e.g., in PTH houtian 5K, dahoutian X
Ji K, giantian Rk, dagiantian KRR, which are
represented using directional components hou J5
“back” and gian F{ “front”.

2. Lexical forms representing “today”

We classified the lexical forms into eight different
types focusing on the difference of heads:

1) Type A jinri 4~H occupies a vast area both to the
south of the Yangtze River and to the north of the Huai
River. Considering the principle of continuity, this
form is assumed to have covered the entire country in
the early past. Type B jin’er/jinr 4~ )L, which spreads
to the north of the Huai River, is a weakened form of
jinri 4-H.

2) Type C heads include zhao #fl, zao ., dan E., each
of which originally represented “morning”. The heads

of Type D include bu Fff and ming FE, which
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represented  “evening/night”. Both types are
considered to be an analogical conversion from the
heads

distribute to the south of the Yangtze River.

“tomorrow” and “yesterday” and mostly
3) Type E forms appear to the north of the Huai River.
The second component with the initial m-, as in
jinmen 4411, could probably have originated from wan
it , but has weakened both phonetically and
semantically and finally underwent an analogical
attraction to men /], the plural suffix for personal
pronouns. It should be noted, though, that this type of
change first occurred to yewan [, the form
representing “yesterday”, with jinmen 4-{/], meaning
“today”, being its analogy.

4) There are innumerable forms taking a general
counter that turned into a suffix, such as jinrige 4~ H
A, jinrge 4 LA, and jinge 4-/™. Such temporal
words accompanying ge /|, frequently seen in
colloquial language resources during the Jin and Yuan
Dynasties, started with bisyllabic temporal words,
such as jinri 4> H, taking a ‘strong-weak’ accent
pattern and, being unstable, ended up being attracted
to trisyllabic pronouns, such as zheyige iX—“* and
nayige #I8—~. The resultant forms, such as jinrige 4>
H-, were governed by the trisyllabic word accent
pattern ‘mid-weak-strong’, weakening the head ri H
to create jin’erge 4 JLA>, and then jinrge 4~ JL~. The
sound r JL in the form jinrge %)L/ is no longer a
syllable and jinr 4-JL is an r-colored monosyllable.
The Type G forms are at the extreme end of this
change, with the complete disappearance of the head.
Furthermore, a monosyllable form jin 4+, even without
r-coloring, is observed in the Northwest regions. The
form jinge /™ is frequently seen in the Jianghuai
area, as if to serve as a North-South border line.

5) Type F -tian X is the latest form that came into
existence in the long history of temporal words for
“day”. The form jintian 4K exhibits the Yangtze
River type distribution. As it does not show substantial
distribution to the north of the Huai River, we can
assume that it originated in the Jianghuai area.

* In this map, plural symbols assigned to each
individual locality are overlapped.

Keywords: kernel semantic category, lateral semantic
category, principle of continuity, analogical attraction

(A H4L, Ray Iwata)
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