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Map 15 “-tian”(sky) and the suffix “-ge”
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Summary

Among the temporal terms representing names for
days, the forms containing tian X, such as jintian 4~k
(today) and mingtian B K (tomorrow), which presently
occupy the position of standard forms, are historically
the most recently created. The word tian K
(originally meaning ‘sky’) has been used since early
history, in combinations such as gingtian X (fine
weather) and yutian [y K (rainy weather), as well as
functioning as an adverbial counter as in yitian —X
(one day) and liangtian ™ X (two days). This
inevitably led to its usage for ‘days’. We can assume
that it started as lateral semantic categories, such as
“three days from now” and “three days ago”, and
gradually entered into the lexicon representing kernel
categories of days, such as “today” and “tomorrow”.

Considering its distribution in Shanxi, Shandong
and the Southwest area, we hypothesize that tian X
was originally a replacement of ge > (originally a
general counter). This change is assumed to have
started in the Jianghuai area, where there existed
forms that completely lost their heads, such as jinge 4>
A~ and mingge "M 4™, and synchronically ge 4*
possessed an equivalent value to that of a head. As this
ge /™ did not carry any meaning and was pronounced
in a neutral tone, it would have been easy to be
replaced by the vivid form tian K.

Keywords: origin and extension of the PTH form,
Jianghuai area
(& M AL, Ray Iwata)



The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.
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