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Summary
Subordinate particle de 1] is classified into three
major types according to initial consonants.:
A. the initial consonant is [t] or [ts].
B. the initial consonant is [n] or [1].
C. the initial consonant is [k], [g], [g], [A] or [D].
Type A represents de [fJ, which presumably
originated from a demonstrative pronoun, and is
distributed to the north of the Yangtze River. Type C is
consisted of the word forms which derived from
classifiers, and is distributed to the south of the
Yangtze River. The origin of type C is assumed to be a
distal demonstrative, however we don’t have enough
evidence to prove this assumption. In this type the
word forms with the initial consonant [n] appear in
Yunnan and the east of Sichuan, and ones with the
initial consonant [I] appear in Henan, the southwest of
Hebei and the south of Shanxi.

Keywords: North-South opposition
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The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.
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