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Summary

General classifiers for animals in Chinese dialects
can be summarized into the following six types:

A. zhitou 23k type: zhi } for fowl and small

animals, and tou 3k for large-sized animals
zhi H type: zhi H for any animal
tou 3k type: tou 3k for any animal
ge > type: ge /™ for any animal
kuai B type: kuai Bt for any animal
tiao 45 type: tiao 4% for any animal

The distributions of the types, A, B, C, would in
principle reflect the process of diachronic change.

MmO 0w

Type A, enjoying the highest frequency of use and
the broadest distribution, may have been created
owing to the differentiation of usage between zhi H
and tou 3k. Types B and C are older than Type A. Type
B is found to the south of Type A, and Type C, the
oldest type, is located at the periphery of Type B.

Type D is mainly distributed in the Northern
dialect region, and partly in the Southern dialect
region. As is generally known, in standard PTH ge 4
can be used not only for animals but also for other
objects.

Type E is the one peculiar to Shanxi. Like ge /> in
PTH, in Shanxi dialects kuai £t is used not only for
all animals but also for other objects.

Type F is only found in one location each in

Hu’nan and Fujian.
* The ‘point filter’ is not utilized in this map as well as
in the following four maps.
Keywords: general classifier, differentiation of usage
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Summary

When counting chickens, the general classifier in
the corresponding dialect is applied in most cases.

The appearance frequency of A-1 ‘zhi }1” is the
highest, and its distribution domain is also the largest.
It is mainly distributed over the domains of the zhitou
13k type of Northern China and the zhi - type of
Southern China.

Moreover, the zhi H

N

for chicken has a higher
frequency and a wider distributional domain in
|

comparison with the zhi { employed for other
animals such as pigs, cows, and horses. This might
relate to the development process of the classifier zhi
H. Originally, zhi X was merely used for fowl, but
later it was qualified as a classifier for counting
animals.

The appearance frequency of A-3 ‘ge >’ is
comparatively high and is next to that of zhi H. It is
found not only in ge /> type dialects, but also in
throughout China. From this
it assumed that the

distribution of ge > for chicken is now in the process

various dialects

distributional feature, is
of expansion from the North to the South.

The distribution spots of A-2 ‘tou 3k’ are almost
limited to the domain of the tou 3k type; A-4 ‘kuai T’
to the domain of the kuai 2t type; and A-5 (tiao 5%) to

the dialects of the tiao 4% type.

Keywords: general classifier (for fowls and small

animals)
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Summary

The classifiers for pigs can be summarized into
specific classifier kou I (A), general classifiers (B)
and others (C).

Comparing the distribution of the six types of
animal general classifiers in Map 48-1 with that of
pigs’ classifiers in Map 48-3, we can see that in spite
of the high appearance frequency of A ‘kou 1, the
distribution range of kou I is limited approximately to
the zhitou H 3k type, the ge /™ type of Northern
China and the kuai £t type, and that, in most cases in
Southern China, the
corresponding dialect is applied when counting pigs.
H> is the
highest. But it is limited approximately to the domain
of the zhi }{ type of Southern China.

The appearance frequency of B-3 ‘ge 4>’ is

the general classifier in

The appearance frequency of B-1 ‘zhi

comparatively high and is almost same as that of kou
1. Ge 4
also in various dialects throughout China. From the

is found not only in ge 4~ type dialects, but
feature of this distribution, it is assumed that the
distribution of ge /> for pig is now in the process of
expansion from the North to the South.

Though the appearance frequency of B-2 ‘tou 3k’
is not as high as that of zhi !, but its distribution area
is the widest and it is mainly distributed over the
domain of the zhitou 23k type of North China and
the tou 3k type of South China.

The appearance frequency of B-5 ‘tiao 4% is not
high, but it is found not only in tiao % type dialects,
but also all across the Southern China.

The distribution spots of B-4 ‘kuai }¢” are almost
limited to the domain of the kuai £t type.

Keywords: specific classifier kou I
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Summary

When counting cows, the general classifier in the
corresponding dialect is applied in most cases.

The appearance frequency of A-2 ‘tou 3k’ is the
highest, and its distribution domain is also the largest.
It is mainly distributed over the domains of the zhitou
H 3k type and the tou 3k type.

A-5 ‘tiao 4%°, the appearance frequency of which
is next to that of tou 3k, is found not only in tiao 4%
type dialects, but also in various dialects throughout
China. It is also used together with tou 3k in some
zhitou H 3k type dialects.

The distribution spots of A-1 ‘zhi 2’ are almost
limited to the domain of the zhi H type. It is also used
together with tiao 4% in some zhi 1 type dialects.

The appearance frequency of A-3 ‘ge /|~ is not so
high, it is mainly distributed in the domain of ge
type dialects.

The distribution spots of A-4 ‘kuai £’ are almost
limited to the domain of the kuai £t type.

Keywords: general classifier (for large-sized animals)
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Summary
The classifiers for horses can be summarized into
the specific classifier pi [/t
and others (C).
The appearance frequency of A ‘pi L’

(A), general classifiers (B)

is the
highest and it is widely distributed in Chinese dialects,
both in northern and southern parts of the country.

Comparing the distribution of the six types of
animal general classifiers in Map 48-1 with that of
horse classifiers in Map 48-5, we can see that though
pi VL is widely distributed over the domain of the
zhitou 3k type, the ge I~ type and the kuai Bt type,
it can also be found in domain of the zhi } type, the
tou 3k type and the tiao 4% type.

The distribution spots of B-1 ‘zhi H’
limited to the domain of the zhi H
China.

The distribution spots of B-2 ‘tou 3k’ are limited
approximately to the domain of the tou 3k type of
South China.

Horses belongs to a category of large-sized

are mostly
type of South

animals like pigs and cows, but it is rare in the domain
of the zhitou}{3k type for the general classifier tousk
that is used for large-sized animals to also be used for
horses. Rather, it is common that the specific classifier
pilt is used in this type instead.

B-3 ‘ge 1>’ is mainly distributed over the domain
of the ge > type.

The appearance frequency B-5 ‘tiao 4%’ is not high,
but it is found not only in dialects of the tiao & type
but also in some other dialects in South China.

The distribution spots of B-4 ‘kuai &’ are only
found in two places; one in the domain of the kuai £t
type and the other one in neighboring areas.

Keywords: specific classifier pi [t
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