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Summary

This map illustrates the referents of the morpheme
bang /%, which is commonly used to refer to human
“shoulder” and “arm” as well as the “wing” of birds
and insects.

The three large symbols in Type A indicate that the
lexical form in which bang % is used as the head
refers to either “shoulder”, “arm” or “wing”. The form
bangzi Ji%¥ which represents “wing” distributes to the
north of the Yellow River. The one representing “arm”
is mostly seen along the Yangtze River. The one
representing “shoulder” is spread widely to the north
of the Yangtze River and overlaps with the distribution
of “arm” in the upstream of the Yangtze River.

The three small symbols in Type B show the
lexical forms in which bang ¥ is used in non-initial
positions, such as jianbang JBJi% and chibang # 5%
(represented here as - bang Ji%). The form - bang Ji%
representing “arm” is mainly distributed in the
Yangtze basin, scarcely seen to the north of the Huaihe
River. Its distribution in Zhejiang and Fujian would
suggest its transmission route. The form - bang B
representing “shoulder” and “wing” is observed across
the country except for the Southeast coast. The word
bang % originally meant “thigh”, but would have
semantically shifted to “wing” and “shoulder”, then
further shifted to “arm” later on.
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A. "5 " BIFTHE /Referents of "bangzi"

A J&IE / arm
[] /B / shoulder
6 W / wing

B. -5 " (FEE LAY ) K FTEE /Referents of non-initial "bang"

A BEIE / arm
o 8k /shoulder
5 W / wing
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