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Summary

We created a map focusing on, and classifying, the
prepositional components of the lexical forms for
“arm”. The forms ge % and shou F exhibit a
North-South division on a nation-wide scale.
According to the literature, ge % is considered to
have meant “armpit” in Old Chinese, but later, by
analogy to the initial component of the words for
“elbow” and “knee”, turned into a prefix. Of the
lexical forms representing “arm”, jia T and bo
originally referred to “shoulder bone”. Likewise, bang
Ji% originally referred to “thigh”, but also by analogy
came to be used for the words “shoulder” and “wing”.

In Southern dialects, shou F is used for both
“hand” and “arm”, making the distinction of the two
semantic categories ambiguous. This is considered to
be a result of substratum influence from non-Han
languages, and this trend seems to be spreading to the
Northwest as well.
Keywords: prefix, analogy, referential shift, substratum
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A& ge-
A HEHE gebo, IEE gebei, I 15 gebang
B. /% bang-
A 5T bangzi
C.JH jia-
d ¥ jiazi, T+ jiaguzi
D. & bei-
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E.F shou-
O T shou( 5 17 /monosyllabic)
e F+[k-]: - Nkua, -F gu, - T gan, -1 geng
o T+[p-]: - & bei, - i bo, - 1% bang, -f" ba
® I shoufu, Tt shoudu, TR shoutui

F.H Al / Others
0 3 shaoba, WL jibo etc.
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Summary

We created a map focusing on, and classifying the
stems, or non-initial components, of the lexical forms
for “arm”. Surveying the distributions, bei % is
assumed to be the oldest form. In the North, as the
form bo ##, which originally referred to “shoulder
bone”, came to mean “arm” by semantic shift, the
distribution of bei ¥ shrunk. Later on, as the trochaic
stress pattern developed, these morphemes weakened
phonetically and became unstable, creating many
lexical variations.

Along the Yangtze River bangs came to refer to
“arm” and to occupy a wide geographical distribution
in place of bei’#. Although its initial should be p"-
accordingly to the sound law, it was analogized to the
initial p- in bei#¥ and boff.

The forms including # ba, /I gua, ‘& gu and #F
gan, that are widely distributing in the South, are
products of folk-etymology. Many of them contain k-
in their initials and possibly can be traced back to a
common etymon.

Keywords: etymology, trochaic stress pattern
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A. -& bei G. -[k-] (F shou+[k-])
o J&E gebei, T shoubei, B bei( & 1)

¢ S shoubi("## " 7 L5 /"bi": Tone I1)
B. -f& bo

o & gebo, - shoubo
C. -E 4 beibo

6 (F ) shoubeibo, (T )E L shoubeiba
D. - bang

~  FF5 shoubang, I3 gebang, % beibang
E.-# ba

¥ T shoubazi, fifllF- shaobazi
F. -7 jia, - % ge

d T shoujia, 1 jiazi, I& T gezi

wm -JR gua,—%’ gu, -FF gan, P geng, M gun
H.HA / Others

< FHE shoufu, FH: shoudu, FIE shoutui
& F shou(#: & 17 /monosyllabic)

*{BZ R / Phonetic features

— -# bo, - bei: [p"-](aspirated)
| -JF bang: [p"-](aspirated)
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