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Summary
We created two maps for the lexical forms
representing “hail”’; one for the head part and another
for the modifier part. As for this map, it would be most
worthy to note that the unmotivated form bao & and
the motivated form leng ¥& (‘cold’) exhibit the ‘ABA’
type distribution as follows:
bao %i: Northeast (Shandong and Hebei)
leng ¥4 : Central Plains, the Northwest
bao #5: south of the Huai River
The majority of instances of the leng ¥ type take
the form lengzi ¥ (‘cold thing’). This form could
have been derived by the change bao & > lengbao 4
% > lengzi ¥ T or may have been created
independently from bao 3.

Keywords: ‘ABA’ distribution, motivated form
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Summary

Main findings and assumptions induced from this
map are summarized as follows:
1) The PTH form bingbao #K% is seen mainly along
the Yangtze River, and only infrequently seen in the
North. Therefore, we can conclude that it is a new
form originated in the Jianghuai area. This form was
created in Jianghuai, presumably due to the external
influence of leng ¥4 (‘cold’), which adjoins bao £ at
around the Huai River.
2) The forms containing xue Z5- (‘snow’), such as
xuebao . (‘snow hail’), observed along the upper
to central areas of the Yangtze River, must be derived
from the semantic association to bingbhao /K& (‘ice
hail’). The combined distribution of bing K- and xue
- illustrates the typical ‘Yangtze’ type distribution.
South of this, bingbao #K3 spreads to Guangdong via
Hu’nan and Guangxi, suggesting the transmission
route of Jianghuai forms.
3) We can assume that the form longbao ¥ &
(‘dragon hail’), which can be seen in southern
Zhejiang and northern/mid Fujian, was derived from
bingbao VK %i.

Keywords: origin of the PTH form, Yangtze type
distribution, semantic association, route of word
transmission
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