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Map 25-1 Sorghum: Overall sketch
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Summary

The word forms for “sorghum” are classified into

three types in terms of their word formation type.
A. ‘modifier+stem’ type
B. ‘single stem’ type
C. ‘stem+stem’ type

The most frequent form among all is gaoliang 1=
%, which belongs to Type A-1.

B-3 shushu ##K is distributed to the north of the
Huai River, the southern border of sorghum
production, and A-2-1 luji %, lushu 7 %3 is
distributed to the south of this river.

A-6 xiao /) and A-5 hong £I. share stems with the
forms for “sweet corn”, being distinguished from
“sweet corn” by a difference of modifiers. Type C
‘stem+stem’ is generally found in the buffer zone of
different stems, and some of them may be products of
word contact.

Keywords: word formation, word contact
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O A-175% gaoliang
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B. " EMR A (single stem)
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Summary

This map shows the distribution of the stem used
for the names of “sorghum”.

A liang %, the name for a sort of millet in ancient
China, is the most frequent among all, distributing in
the northern area, southwestern area and the lower
reaches of the Yangtze River as well.

C shu %z, originally the name for panicum
miliaceum, is distributed in north Jiangsu and east
Shandong, and is adjacent in distribution with E shu #X.
It is probable that these shu %% came from the
paronymic word shu K. This word shu Zs appears also
in Fujian, but it is adjacent with another paronymic
word B su 3¢.

E shu #k borders upon the territory of C shu &
and D ji # at the River Huai, showing a north-south
opposition. While type E forms are mostly disyllabic
reduplicates, shushu #X#K, in the fringe of its territory
there appears a monosyllabic shu FK.

G jiao 2% and F tao [t"ao] are found in Shanxi and
its western neighboring area, the former being in the
east and the latter in the west, forming an east-west
opposition.

Keywords: East-West opposition, etymology
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A% liang & E. 7l shu3g

O =% gaoliang, L% hongliang 55 A Bl shu(FE 1), 5l lushu 55

o =% gaoliangsu A HlH shushu(WE 1T, 2Ll xiaoshushu

@ %R gaoliangshu F. ttao 2t

© %K gaoliangmi, Fi% % gaoliangmai % ¥ t"aoZ: taoshu
B.5E suzt ¥ t"aofil taoshu

7 75 lusu, € liusu 55 G.%% jiaoZE
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