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A The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

AIER / 'foreign' type
( A-15%%8 malingZ&
? A-217] *% % helanshu
x A-3 (AMELN ) (foreigner) 2
A A-4TE yang%

B. 313 /'land' type

/ B-11 tudou

[/ B-2-1#25 didou
B-2-2#t14K didan
B-2-3 1157 dimanjing, % diman
B-3-1[L7* shanyu, [ I/ shandou
B-3-2 1157 shanmanjing

B-3-3 11124 shanyao 2

U » oM 0

C.EEMiF /32 / no modifiers
v C-1Eshuz

| C2%F yuf

D. HAt ete.
Y D-1E5 7 maopiyu,/[[Ff chuanyuzai 55
% D-2WIEZE galishu, %% dongshu %
*  D-3HAM : [T shandanzi, 1/ digua 55
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Sweet potato: Overall sketch
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The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

AIRFR / 'foreign' type
4 A-177 fanyu
d  A-2%% fanshu
B. L33 / 'land’ type
0 B-1-1[L%* shanyu
m B-1-2111% shanshu
7 B-1-3111%5 shanyao
Y B-1-4[11% | shanluobo
— B-2-1}1/{ digua
Y B-2-2% | diluobo
C.fEHi53% / no modifiers
Vv C-1%EshuZ
| c2¥yut
Y C-3 ¥ shao &

D. %R / 'color’ type
D-14L hongZ§ ('red' group)
® D-1-14L7 hongyu
o D-1-24[% hongshu
Y D-1-34L%F hongshao
D-2H baiZ& ('white' group)
O D-2-1 1 baiyu
6 D-2-2 F1% baishu
Y D-2-3F7% baishao
© D3 &5 huang 2 ('yellow' group)
E.HAt etc.
Iy E-1{E5 huayu, #15 huyu, TR fanyu 55
V E-2H% ganshu, & N luoboshu %
x  E-3HAM ¢ 7Y fanshao, [F hui 55
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Potato: The “yang” type forms
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The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

*{ Qa1 B3 A 24-1

*Group mumbers are after Map 24-1

A-47F yang %
A-4-177F yangyu

N

£ yangyu

A-42F+ (FK ) (foreign taro)

¥
T

7% yangyunai
EEESS yangyutou

A-4-3F+ ( HE ) (foreign sweet potato)

(@)

°
A
A

LA yangshanyu
L% yangshanshu
2 yangfanyu
7% % yangfanshu
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1H 5% % / denoting potato
B-3-3111Z5 shanyao %
A [L125 shanyao
A [L1Z% shanyaodan, [L/Z%] 7. shanyaodou

8 H = / denoting sweet potato
B-1-3 1115 shanyao 2
O 1% shanyao

fEE T / denoting yam

O 1% shanyao
— K I1125 changshanyao, F11 1125 baishanyao
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Summary

Potato (pomme de terre) and sweet potato (patate
douce) are nonnative plants in China, having been
successively introduced into China in the 16™ century.
The majority of their forms are composed of names of
native plants (stems) together with prepositional
components (modifiers).

The modifiers employed are classified into three
types in terms of their meaning: ‘foreign (product)’,
‘land’ and ‘zero’ (i.e., forms having no maodifiers).
Additionally, in the case of sweet potato, there
sometimes also appear morphemes referring to “color’.
Stems employed are classified into ‘potato’ and
‘non-potato’ types in terms of their meaning.

1) Word formation and distribution tendency

There is a sort of fixed rule as to the combination
of modifiers and stems. If the form takes ‘foreign’ as a
modifier, its stem is mostly ‘potato’, Type A foreign
type, on Map 24-1 & 24-2. For instance, the word
malingshu 55 % % may mean ‘Malay potato’. If the
word takes ‘land’ as a maodifier, its stem is mostly
‘non-potato’, Type B land type, on the map. A
prototypical example of this is the word tudout: &,
which means ‘soil bean’. Type C (ho modifier)




uniquely takes the stem originally meaning any
aboriginal potato, such as shuZ and yu=-.

Type A (foreign type) is distributed in the southern
coastal area, where these new plants must have been
first introduced into China in the 16™ Century, and this
fact indicates that this particular type predates the
forms of Type B.

Type B (land type) tends to be distributed in the
Northeastern area. These names must have arisen after
their cultivation took root in the particular areas, so
they can be considered as newer than Type A.

2) Map 24-1 Potato: Overall sketch

There is a tendency that Type B (land type) is
distributed in the Northeastern area, while Type A
(foreign type) is distributed in other areas. Type C (ho
modifier) shows a scattered distribution in the
Southern area as well as in the Northwestern area.

A-1 maling &% and A-2 helanshu faj =% %2
(literally meaning ‘Holland potato’) are mainly
distributed in the South, but A-1 is also found in the
Northern area. This may suggest a broader distribution
of this form in the past. A-3 “foreigner’ is distributed
along the coastal area of Fujian province. This type is
characterized by the use of fanren & A or hongmao
217, meaning ‘foreigner’ or ‘Westerner’, and such
forms as fanzai-fanshu #1172, which are the
composites of modifiers and the forms for “sweet
potato”, would indicate an earlier introduction of
“sweet potato” into China than “potato”. A-4 yang ¥
shows the Yangtze type distribution.

B-1 tudou 1%, B-2-1 didou & and B-2-2
didan #t 5 are adjoined in distribution in the
Northeastern area, whereas in Shanxi and westward
from it B-3-3 shanyao (1Zj is dominant.

3) Map 24-2 Sweet potato: Overall sketch

There appears a rather clear-cut distribution on the
map, with A ‘foreign’ type forms using fan &
distributed in the Southern coastal area, B ‘land’ type
distributed in the Northern coastal area and D ‘color’
type distributed in the inland. Type C (ho modifier)
tends to appear around the border of these types.

It is noted for Type B that B-1-1 shanyu L
extends from the Jianghuai area as far as to the
northern part of Zhejiang province, and that B-1-3
shanyao 11124 shows a remote distribution in Hebei
and Yun’nan.

It is noted for Type D that D-1 hong 2L (red) and
D-2 bai 1 (white) are frequently co-used at one
locality, presumably reflecting the variety of “sweet
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potato”.
4) ‘potato’ stem and ‘non-potato’ stem

The stem yu 3 is generally distributed in the
North, and the stem shu % in the South. As for the
forms for “sweet potato”, forms having the stem shu
2 are distributed in the Southeastern area and in
Shanxi as well, suggesting the possibility of
continuous distribution in the past.

The ‘non-potato’ stem serves to express the
difference in the shape between “potato” and “sweet
potato”, namely in Shandong, didan HiZ& (earth egg)
for “potato” and digua i/ (earth cucurbit) for
“sweet potato”.

5) Map 24-3 Potato: the “yang” type forms

This map aims at exploring the historical
formation of some yang ¥ type forms meaning
“potato”.

The dominant form in the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River is the “yang ¥¥+‘sweet potato’™ type
(A-4-3), among which yangfanyu V£% = may be the
oldest. However, a much older form may be the yang
VE+taro’ type (A-4-2), which is distributed along the
Yangtze River. Presumably these forms (yangyutou ¥
%3k and yangyunai ¥ 7;) were once transmitted
from the lower reaches westwards down the river,
while in the process of transmission they were
changed to yangyu 7% (A-4-1) and spread over the
vast area of the Western inland.

6) Map 24-4 Referents of the form *“shanyao”

In this map, plural symbols assigned to each
individual point are overlapped.

The referents of the form shanyao 11%j vary
depending on dialect. When lacking an additional
component it denotes “potato” in north Shanxi and
north Hebei, but denotes “sweet potato” in south
Hebei, and denotes “yam” in south Shanxi, thus
forming a geographic complementary distribution.

The form shanyao (L%}, as the one denoting
“sweet potato”, shows a remote distribution in Hebei
on the one hand and in Yun’nan on the other, but there
might not have been continuous geographical
distribution in the past.

Keywords: Yangtze type distribution, geographically
complementary distribution, remote distribution,

‘ABA’ distribution

(A 5 2, Fumiki Suzuki)





