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Summary

Chinese words used as a general term for
“butterfly” are classified into five types.

Forms of types A and B, typically the PTH form
hudie #5]i%, show a nationwide distribution, thus
should be older than others. The distinction between
types A and B is salient historically. The stem die %
of type A derives either from MC *diep or *t"iep,
whereas the stem of Type B, which is usually
identified as die 1, should derive from MC *iep or
*jiep. Seemingly this latter form is affected or
attracted by the form for “leaf”, i.e. ye " (MC:*jiep).
Forms having ye " is distributed in the Southeast, as
well as in the Northwest and Yun’nan.

Type C, e I, is actually a general term denoting
both “butterfly” and “moth”, reflecting a relatively
newer innovation. The referent of the form ezi ¥ is
geographically complementary; it denotes “snail” in
He’nan, while it denotes “butterfly” in the surrounding
areas, cf. Map 17-4. Type D, chan #f [san], which
emerges in Shaanxi, originates from the name for
“cicada”, and it waits for further research how this
form has come to denote “butterfly”.
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e The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.

A% die T-= £} / T- intiial
o I hudie
® WM huladie
)
A
B.1% dieF A= £} / Zero Initial

b U die, MEMF diezai /85 ye: [iak][ia?]
(1 W% hudie /% die: [iap]

R weidie, I meidie /% die: [ia?][iap]
U FI2E baiyi, /5L buyi, 32 feiyi /3L :[ik][ie?] ~

C.1% e
v i e, )L er, kT ezi, MR e'e

v Ul fei'e, fEHK )L hua'e, 21 mi'e etc.

W Wk feihua, $Z feipo

w xaZs: UG feiha,i5% haluo
D.f# chan
@ 1 JL chanr, 1 chanchan

BB huahudie, BRI mahudie, VI feidie E. H A Other forms
5T yediezi, 5T yetiez /I ye:[io?][ie] A

1 yangye /I ye: [iap][ie]

I 7K AH yangchangbo, #FA(H yangsibo

A A bengsha
A\ HUERE i Lai, B feng, X9 ji, #E yan
W {6 K 4H huadajie

HAth others
*1EE {55 / phonetic information
| "R YRR [/ [t"] initial for "die"
* (B4 ) HYUE / Forms for snail
{f} W+ e zi, T e zi, [T e zi
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