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Summary

The words denoting “snail” can be classified into
four major types according to the meanings of the
main elements in each word.

A. niu 7= “cow”

B. ezi I “moth” or “butterfly”

C. kuoyu %5 i: “slug”

D. luosi B2ii & : “river snail” (Viviparidae)

Map 17-1 shows that these types contrast with
each other along a North-South opposition. Type A niu
f- is most frequently used in the North, and both
kuoyu % and luosi B8 prevail in the South.

Map 17-2 focuses on the prepositional components
of the niu 24 “cow” type (Type A above). It is
assumed that these components are mostly derived
from the morpheme wo #4. This morpheme has six
types of pronunciation appearing in modern dialects,
[va], [va], [us], [kua], [kua], [kus]. Among them, three,
[ua], [kua] and [kus], have corresponding forms in the
but [kua]
guaranteed to be derived from those recorded forms.

historical records, [ua] and are not
Rather, it is probable that they are the product of
paronymic attraction between Wo I% with wo 73 (nest)
and guo %u(pot). The nasal elements of [ud], [kud]
[kuan] and [kuan] may have been attached due to
regressive assimilation to the following nasal initial of
niu “f, and eventually producing some folk-
etymologies.

*In this map, the ‘point filter’ is not utilized.
Keywords: North-South opposition, folk-etymology,

paronymic attraction

(M¥A 55 F, Takako Hashimoto)
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A-1554* woniuZE
A-1-1 WLEE (k-) / initiated by k-
O kua: % [kua], "l [kua], #E [kua] 55
® kuaN:#4 [kueN], H [kuan], > [kuan] 5
o kuo: A [kuo], #% [ko], W% [kou], B [kuo] 55
A-1-2& 1t (u-2L v-) / initiated by -u or -v
o ua:! [ua], IL [ua],iE [ua] %
® uaN: i [veN], i [ve]
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Y p-A* B2 baniu, 7 /4T dubaniuzi %
v m-F AU mangniu, B4 maniu 55

T 7K KA shuiniu, 7K shuiniuniu
/\ SANZ :ZF sangniu, B4 shangniu 5

125



Mol 17-3 d@4E.  dEie F ORI AR E R

Map 17-3 Snail: ‘slug’ and ‘river snail’
types
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Summary

In south China, there often appear elements
meaning “slug” and “river snail” (Viviparidae) in the
names for “snail”.

The form meaning “slug”, yanyou B as well as
its variant, is distributed in north Jiangxi and its
eastern neighbors (Type A). The yanyouluosi i
Wi type blend forms are distributed in Zhejiang,
Jiangxi as well as its surrounds. This may conceivably
be a form made by a contact of yanyou ii(slug) and
luosi & Wii(river snail) in Zhejiang, but in Jiangxi and
Hubei this form yanyouluosi BEdHIZ 0 is surrounded
by tianluo(si) K BZ(#) or tianluo HI#%, both meaning
“snail”, therefore it might have been these forms that
contacted with yanyou #E1Hi in this area.

The type B forms luosi #21if, tianluo H#Z, luotou
123L and shiluo {742 should come from the words
meaning “river snail”. The form giluo {## appears in
south Jiangxi and west Fujian. Seemingly this type is
the result of word blend made of the forms for “river
snail” and “leech”. The forms luluo #Z4% and anluo f&
1% are found in Fujian, Guangdong and Hainan Island.
Etymologies of lu #% and an J& are unknown.

*In this map as well as in the following Map 17-4, the
‘point filter’ is not utilized.
Keywords: word blending, folk-etymology

(MFA 5, Takako Hashimoto)
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AUHIR R / slug type
A-1 U yanyou%‘é
Z BEif yanyou, TEIH yangyou 57
A-2 Wiy A yanyouluosi%
v W (W yyanyouluo(si), R yeluo 55
A-3 BB H pitichong 2
n L6 H bitichong, S EBIHER bitiquluo %

B.ZWi 3 / river snail type

B-1 828 luosiSE
© TR ganluosi, "IN guiluosi
O I (i yhanluo(si), 2 IX luohan 55

o HRW luosi, BAEA luoluo 5
B-2 2 tianluo &

A HIEH tianluochong, K E2 tiantianluo 55
B-3 1%k luotouE

? K2k tianluotou, [ 1#2k shanluotou S5
B-4 F74R shiluo3k

I{',:l KA tianshiluo, KIEER tiansheluo 55
B-58H#R qiluo2E

¢ IR giluo, £ 2 gianluo, AR machiluo %
B-6 E At / Others

6 FZIR luluo, i #E R maluluo, 2252 liluo 55

K FEBE anluo, FE 12 anluo 55

[] KRER (Wi ytianluo(si), KIRER tianluoluo 55

1 R (Wil yshanluo(si)
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Map 17-4 Snail: Phonetic forms for the
morpheme “niu 4= meaning ‘cow’

1. Hi

PARIE TR () BE R, — S OL T, p-Fi k)
ik, A RFFERET . AR IUEEERE T, b
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i P A FAR -1 AT TR BRI 2
T2 1 .

A. -
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B. Aifi-i-fr i
B-1nou: [nou][nou][nu][nai]ne][nau] =5
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B-3 ou: [ou][ou]
C. “Mk7 R
T [y 9] & T Iyy 5] & [yer tsy]~ Bl F[w
ts1]s FHE[x& y¥]. W)L ) L[yow yowr]
3. SARFE S AR
-, AR, ez, H
H A-2[niou] ) 73 Al 11 A 2 8. A-3([liou] 73 Al ££
n-/I-AN LS B, bR Bt A2 AR,
A-4liou], BIEFAEEBER), ez, v, 3]
JBH)— el X o A EE T BERHE [iou] 5 Je il <
5, JRAETHEREM
FEE: 15 B 1 [po luo iou ts)] ( (FIETH &) )
BrZd: EhvihFlpalaioutdy] ( CHIENTFEE) )
FLTTFHAR () Sed @ R [niou], Tty
AR HIE N [iau],
WL MR Flpalaiouts)) ( GEEETE) )
Fi e B Tpolusiou ts)] ( (T HE) )
) X, A 1 [niou] M[iou];
FH A [nisu]. BE[niou] #7852 RN T & KI5
e s o T A R PPN 92 3 i
Wz b SGETER—AEetr, BB EZR
O RIET, BMEe e, A E R
il i, BT DLAAT 8T
A, BB &R, S mde iy
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WY Xk MR AR E ARG ], AR T i
T (A 18) .
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puy

Summary
The morpheme niu “*”cow’

B

, reconstructed as
*piou for MC, an expected sound as predicted by
regular rule of phonological change should be [iou],
but instead it is pronounced as [niou] in Putonghua.
This exceptional change might have been caused by
avoiding the homonymic collision of the sound for
“cow” with that for “oily”, [iou] (you ).

Map17-4 was made in order to study the phonetic
change of the morpheme niu 4* included in the words
meaning “snail”. While the [niou] type is widely
distributed, the [iou] type appears in Shandong, Shanxi
as well as in Hubei. In these areas, there are some
dialects in which niu 4+ used for “cow” is realized as
[nisu], but that used for “snail” has retained its
original form [iou], presumably because the whole
word is polysyllabic, hence does not have to avoid
homonymic collision with the word [iau] for “oily”.

In He’nan there appears forms comprising the
morpheme e %, literally meaning “moth” or
“butterfly”. This is supposed to have changed either
from niu Z*[(y)au] or wo I®[us], by the influence of
folk-etymology or by the function of paronymic

attraction.

Keywords:
paronymic attraction

homonymic collision, folk-etymology,

(MFA 5, Takako Hashimoto)
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AH -i- /M EH / Forms having the medial -i-
A-1yiau

A [niaul,[nil,[niau],[niu]
A-2 niou

v [niou],[nia],[niow],[niao],[niei] %
A-3 lisu

Vv [liou],[livw],[liou],[lieu] ¥
A-4 iou

A\ [iou],[iou] 5.t , i [iou],[iou]

e

%

B. N -i- /& B / Forms without the medial -i-
B-1g2u

@ [poul,[nou],[nu],[nail.[ne],[nau] 55
B-2yau

O [yau],[youl,[y?]
B-3ou

© [ou],[ou]

C.IBT eziF
W T ezi, BT ezi, 5L ezhi, [ azi
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