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Summary

Sweet corn was introduced into China in the 16™
century. All word forms, except for some minor forms,
are divided into two types, Types A and B, with
respect to the presence or absence of a modifier.

A-1 yu £ and A-2 bao £ show the highest
frequency of usage, followed by B-1 bang #. North
of the Huai River, A-1 yu K and B-1 bang ¥ tend to
form an East-West opposition, and these two Northern
forms confront with A-2 bao 4 that has a broad
distribution in South and West China.

A-3 zhenzhu 2Bk and A-5 fan 35 are distributed
in the Southern coastal area, generally corresponding
to the distribution of ‘foreigner’ type forms, fan #
and helan fif =%, used for “potato”. Presumably, this
would reflect the propagation route of “sweet corn”.

Forms of A-8 da X and B-3 gaoliang /&% share
the stem with the form for “sorghum”. B-2 sumi 5K
is distributed in the Pearl River Delta area. That this
plant su € (millet) was not cultivated in this area
would have provided this morpheme with the
condition for being employed for “sweet corn”.
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A B / modifiers O B-4%8 shu, ZH maisui
/  A-1EyuZs /'jade'
A-2flbaoZs / 'wrapped' C.HA etc.
A-32% zhenzhu 2 / 'pearl’ * KM youtianpao, ML # 7 guanyindou 55

A-4E jinZE / 'golden'
A-57 fanZE / foreign'

A-675 xiZE / 'western'
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Q B-3 (=% ) 2 /'sorghum' group
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Summary

This map focuses on the forms used as stem. Types
A and B adopt the names of native grains as their
stems, whereas Type C is a nominalization of the
modifiers expressing the shape of “sweet corn”.

A-1 mi 2K (rice) and A-2 mai % (wheat) show
nationwide distributions respectively, and A-5 gu %4+
(millet) show Yangtze type distribution.

Type B “sorghum”(&32) is the composite of any
prepositional component and the form for “sorghum”.
It is noted that the southern border of its distribution
area roughly coincides with the southern limit of
sorghum cultivation. B-1 jiao 25, B-3-1 taoshu [t"ao]
7% and A-2 mai % all display a gradated distribution.

C-2-1lu~ (reed) is a rendition of the modifier for
“sorghum”, and eventually changed to C-2-2 liu #%
(pomegranate) and C-2-3 luo % (net).
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(A 5 2, Fumiki Suzuki)
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A-57 guZ (millet)
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A-7HK sumiZE (millet)
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Map 26-3 Sweet corn: Distribution of
‘jade’ and ‘wrapped’ types
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Summary

Focusing on the forms of A-1 yu £ (jade) and A-2
bao 5 (wrapped) types presented on Map 26-1, this
map aims at exploring the formation process of the
forms having lateral approximant [l-](‘L- type’ here-
after).

The distribution of the ‘L- type’ form coincides
well with that of the ‘sorghum’ forms having lu 7. Its
territory is horizontally cut off by C-1 liugu 754,
which is distributed continuously with B-6 baogu .45
The following three hypotheses are proposed based on
these facts.

(1) It was B-6 baogu t.4% that originally invaded the
‘L- type’ territory. It later changed to C-1 liugu /N4%
(six grains) due to an association from wugu TL%¥
(five grains).

(2) B-3-1 baolu B may have been a product of
word blending, triggered by the contact of B-6 baogu
4% with any ‘sorghum’ form having the modifier /u
7, giving rise to B-3-1 baolu L7, which then
changed to C-4 baoluo %

(3) B-3-1 baolu By also had contact with A yu &,
producing A-3-1 yulu L. This latter form was
changed to A-3-2 yuliu K, since configuration of
sweet corn seed resembles that of pomegranate.

Keywords: folk-etymology, ABA distribution
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