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Summary

The lexical forms representing the sun can be
classified into A) taivang XFH type, B) ri H type, C)
ye 45 type (reverential forms), and D) others. The
monosyllabic form ri H is the oldest form, but its
present distribution is limited to the coastal area in
Fujian and in Guangdong. Ritou H3k, is seen across
the country, except for the central-north Jiangsu area,
the area from central-north Shanxi to Inner Mongolia,
as well as Sichuan, Guizhou, and Yunnan. Taiyang X
FH

throughout the country, but has a sparse spread in the

is a standard form and therefore observed

Southern non-Mandarin areas, except for the Wu
dialects, as opposed to its heavy concentration in the
Jianghuai Mandarin area. The characteristics of the
distribution of these lexical forms are seen in the
coexistence of the two dominant lexical forms, ritou
H3k and taiyang J<BH, over a wide area.

Keywords: coexistence of the two word forms,
Jianghuai Mandarin

(FATL 52, Takashi Matsue)
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A.X[H taiyang &
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Summary

Among the lexical forms representing the sun, this
map illustrates the distribution of the lexical forms
containing reverential forms such as kinship terms and
Buddhist terminology. By interpreting the distribution
of these forms, we would like to hypothesize the
formation process of the ye 4% type and the form
yangpo FHY%.

The distribution area of the ye 5& (grand-)father’
group (A) is surrounded by taiyang XFH and ritou H
3k (refer to Map 1-1). At the same time, it is in
continuum with the distribution area of the X+ye 45
group (B). We can assume, therefore, that the ye 55
group forms are relatively new, created by the
dropping of taiyang K PBH or ritou H 3k from
taiyangye XI55 and ritouye H k35, respectively.

We can hypothesize that the form yangpo FH%#% (E)
was derived from taiyangpo KPH%# ‘sun (grand-)
mother’ or yangpo PFHI% ‘sunny hill slope’. The
former hypothesis lacks reliable evidence, as the form
taiyangpo XPH¥ hardly exists. If we take the latter
hypothesis, we can assume that folk-etymology
influenced the formation of the form yangpo FH¥%.
Keywords: reverential form, folk-etymology

(FAYT.4%, Takashi Matsue)
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A. 57 ye / father, grandfather
O T yeye, £ 77 laoyeSF
B. X+77 ye / X+[father, grandfather]
O KPHF taiyangye, H k57 ritouye 5
C. X+ gong / X+[grandfather]
/\  KFHZAZ taiyanggongong, H S/ ritougong
D. X+ %% baba / X+[father]
J:L H L2 ritoubaba
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G. X+<f##4478 >/ X+[Buddhist terminology|
0 AKBH taiyangfo, kb retoufo 5
¢ KPHFEF* taiyangpusa, H k35 F* ritoupusa 3
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Map 1-3 Sun: Origin of the forms
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Summary

This map discusses the origin of the forms retou #
3k and yuetou H k. The fact that the distribution
areas of refou #3k is not continuous would suggest
that this form could have been created independently
in respective areas.

We hypothesize that the form retou #k would
have been derived from the form ritou H3k in many
areas from the following linguistic backgrounds: (1)
The word re # (MC:*niet) and the word »i H
(MC:*piét) are phonetically very similar in many
areas and even identical in some areas. This could
have caused the exchange of 7i H in ritou H3k with
re # due to folk etymology. (2) In some areas i H
has the same pronunciation as the taboo word ru A
(MC:*ni&p), which could have motivated the dialect
speakers to avoid using #i H in the commonly used
word ritou Hk. (3) Lexical forms representing the
sun tended to be attracted to those referring to the
moon, due to paronymic attraction. In some dialect
areas in southern Jiangxi, yue H (MC:*nvat), as
contained in words representing the moon (e.g.,
yueguang H %), has the similar pronunciation as i H,
and the same pronunciation as re #4. This could have
motivated dialect speakers to produce the switch from
ritou H3k to retou #k.

As for the form yuetou H 3k, we can hypothesize
that there were areas where ri H and yue H, originally
sharing a similar pronunciation, came to have the

same sound via paronymic attraction, thus creating

yuetou JH3k.

Keywords: folk-etymology, taboo word, paronymic
attraction

(FATL. 52, Takashi Matsue)
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B." H "R/ "ri" type forms (cf. Map 1-1)
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